
 

AUTOMATIC GATES COST SAVINGS! 

 

Why are your gate systems so expensive? They may seem to be, but really they are not! 

 

Detailed design + Sound foundations + Good products + Skilled craftsman 

= 

LONG TERM BEST VALUE FOR MONEY 

 

But I have been quoted much less than your price? To the first time buyer, and 

sometimes more experienced purchasers, most estimates can look technically very 

similar. In reality they are often far apart and can be misleading or incomplete. Some 

explain in more detail than others and some use familiar brand names. None of this alone 

can be relied upon for a like-for-like comparison (most brands have numerous products 

and components that vary dramatically in price and performance). 

 

   
 

What do you mean? Ok, the first thing is to look at the whole job and ensure nothing is 

missing. This can be very difficult if you have little idea of all that is needed! This is 

where a good ‘design guide’ should help. The guide should cover all the main subject 

sections with adequate detail and the estimate should provide reasonable explanation for 

each, even if not included within the scope of work. The easiest way to make a project 

look cheaper is to miss things off that become essential later on (once the customer is 

committed and has paid a deposit, extras can be over priced). 

 

 Look out form the small print 

 Look for what is excluded or missing 

 Investigate what the extra options are and what you may want 

 What is the life expectancy and if there is any evidence 

 What are the likely running costs, repairs & availability of parts 

 Find out if anyone else could look after the system 



 

What should we ask for? Reliability and safety are of the utmost importance and a track 

record of such from the installer should be proven. This can be misleading if the proof is 

not wholly relevant to the project in question (firms that have gained good reputations in 

similar fields such as fencing, electrical engineering, security, etc. may not be best suited 

to automation and many customers have found this out the hard way). References from 

long standing customers of a similar nature are good to start with, but beware of the 

actual location and level of use when comparing, also the maintenance costs. 

 

   
 

What else should I be looking for? The detail can be everything. The small items that are 

often unseen can add to the cost but increase performance, durability and life expectancy 

immeasurably. Maintenance and running costs, system vulnerability and down time are 

often the focus of the smaller, seemingly less important items. Automation means a gate 

is used far more that it would have been if left manual, so manual furniture may not be 

ideal.  The support maybe questionable and the construction of the gate becomes 

fundamental to overall value for money. 

 

   
 

‘Pay less….buy twice’ would be a good motto for the automatic gate industry, but 

unfortunately it does not go far enough.  The cost of taking out the original can add 

greatly to the new and excavation cost on an otherwise finished entrance can be 

prohibitive to the final result! 

 

Everyday people expect true value for their investment, our customers can expect just 

that! 
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