
 

 

AUTOMATIC GATES WHY AT SCHOOL 

 

‘What use is an automatic gate on a school?’ This is a great question that can be 

individually unique to each school, with the overall reasons often quite similar. The 

overriding factor is that of reliability! Any system is only as good as how long it delivers 

the right service with the right result. 

 

 
 

‘What reasons are typical?’ The Objective, the Design, the Use and the Investment etc. 

 

‘Objective’ The objective of each installation can vary and often relates to the location of 

the system and its required purpose, typically whether it is controlling access into or exit 

from a particular area, such as staff parking, pedestrian access, security or deliveries etc. 

 

‘Design’ The design is ultimately important for the system to meet the needs of the 

school and safely deliver the functionality required, throughout the year. The design is a 

huge aspect that needs to be correct, so that the system proves to be a worthy investment, 

for as long as is able. 

 

‘Use’ The proposed use and potential abuse of the system, natural or manmade, are key 

aspects that require careful consideration within the design and installation stages. It is 

also important to allow a level of flexibility for change of use or users, so that the 

installation can accommodate special events, building works or other such temporary 

arrangements. 

 

‘Investment’ The life-time-ownership-cost of a gate system can vary massively and 

should be a real consideration in the design of the chosen system. The capital installation 

cost could fall into insignificance through huge running or repair costs, as well as the 

possibility of consequential costs from any safety related issues. 



 

Real long term investment is never the cheapest up front solution as so many owners of 

powered gate systems find out. The cost of suitable modification and repair can often be 

far greater that the original difference between a design that appears to be good enough 

and one that is right! 

 

 
 

What other benefits could be gained? Prestidge and image are often important for 

schools to attract pupils and engage them as well as staff in a positive way. Piece-of-mind 

and traffic calming are real benefits many owners and parents approve of. 

 

Reliability, speedy repairs, a reduction in faults and enhanced responsibility and service 

can all be achieved with the right provider installing the right system. 

 

 
 

 

Every day, schools benefit significantly from great design with good service 
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