
 

AUTOMATIC GATES   

AUDIO, CCTV OR VIDEO? 

 

‘Which is best for us, Audio, Video, or CCTV?’ What do you require from the 

communications system and how great is your security or surveillance need? 

 

What do you mean? Most people have a reason for choosing between each type of 

product and their needs are often quite varied. 

 

                
 

If we start with the basic need of simply knowing if someone is at your gate and awaits 

access? This can be accommodated by an Audio only type system whether hard wired, 

radio or interfaced with another service, such as telecommunications, internet etc. 

 

If the need to see the visitor before letting them in is required, then some form of Video 

or CCTV surveillance products, with Audio would be required. This need is far more 

costly than simple Audio only and very often has a shorter life expectancy. Also 

background lighting can be an issue that may need addressing, especially during the 

evening or at night time. 

 

                
 

If recorded presence is required, CCTV in conjunction with either or Audio or Video may 

be the best solution. However reliance on recorded images can often be less relied upon 

than most would expect. 

 

What do you mean? Recordings of past occurrence have to be proved, before they can be 

used in any legal action and often rely upon the guilty admitting they were there. So if 



security is the main reason for purchase? Beware of this when designing the installation 

and allow for the additional investment needed. 

 

     
 

What is CCTV used for then? Real time monitoring is the best use of CCTV with a 

suitable action plan following an incident to support the required outcome. An example 

may be CCTV over a motorway so that traffic control can take action as soon as it is 

needed. Or security personal may react in good time to stop or prevent a theft or 

vandalism. 

 

It is not only the type of product but how and where they are installed that can be most 

important. The height off the ground, the direction they face, the position they are placed, 

the complimentary items needed for their success, are all necessary considerations that 

require adequate thought and planning. 

 

         
 

Everyday owners allow authorised visitors through secure entrances! 
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