
 

AUTOMATIC GATES WEAKEST LINK? 

 

What part of a gate system is the weakest link? That may vary depends upon the 

system’s design and its suitability to perform correctly and safely, within its location, for 

the type of users, in regard to the levels of use and potential abuse (manmade or natural). 

 

  
 

That sounds a bit much? Yes it is, and unfortunately it all counts. Shortcomings in the 

system design or build, as well as components used, all contribute toward the continued 

reliability of the system. 

 

Anything else? Maintenance and servicing, as well as decoration and general care, are 

often equally important. Also, change and environmental effects can interrupt the 

function or performance of any system. Weather and any extreme conditions may take 

their toll, sometimes the long term effects take a while to come to light e.g. flood damage, 

high wind, frost, drought etc. 

 

   
 

What do you mean by change? Any form of change, whether it be additions or 

modifications to the system, or any associated part, method or type of use, or users, by-

standers, or landscaping. The removal of trees, local changes that affect the water table or 

drainage, new driveways etc. Many more examples continue to challenge us. 

 



 

Are there any typical aspects of a system that go wrong? We first look at some key 

identifiers that give us an indication of likely issues. Type & quality of cables used; Type 

& condition of controls fitted; Type & condition of the physical element (gate, support, 

furniture & fixing); Performance and general state of the system, together with its 

suitability to fulfil the needs of the owner and users. 

 

   
 

What do you do then? We assess the estimated reliable life expectancy of the system, so 

that any costly repair could be justified. This is done by looking at the weakest aspect 

(link) and assuming a probable timescale before it needs replacing. We also look at the 

cost of its replacement and any likely consequences or additional costs. With this in 

mind, we look at the next most vulnerable part and value it once more. 

 

If the weakest link is inexpensive to correct and the remaining estimated life expectancy 

is fair, then this could justify the work? However if the cost was high and the next 

weakest item was suspect, then the cost of repair could be in question? 

 

  
 

What happens then? The worthiness of the system and costs for correction can suggest a 

complete upgrade or replacement system should be considered. The difference between 

upgrade and replacement can be considerable, but either way a new estimated life should 

be calculated in regard to either option or any other alternative. 

 

Every day people require justification to invest! 
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