
 

HOT DIP GALVANIZE OR HOT ZINC SPRAY? 

 

What is better, Hot Dip Galvanize or Hot Zinc Spray? Both treatments are really good 

for mild steel gates and improving their life expectancy. The difference between them is 

the process used and the amount of work needed to create the finish required. 

 

What choices are most common and why? Price usually has an overall effect upon 

choice and the cosmetic appearance, often has the first consideration. 

 

‘Natural’ is the state mild steel has when 1st produced and will rust quickly if left 

exposed. Some people like and request this as a finished product, but it is very rare and 

unusual as it can leave a rusty footprint on the drive surface. 

 

 
 

‘Hot dip galvanize’ is the typical treatment that is often left as is when used with high-

street furniture. A silver finish that fades to a dull grey, this process can be decorated or 

left as produced and is ideal in coastal locations, when exposed to salty sea air. 

 

 
 

The mild steel is dipped into a very hot bath of molten zinc that etches itself directly to 

the mild steel. All box or hollow sections have to be per-drilled to allow air to escape and 

zinc to penetrate. This treatment can distort larger gates and leaves the surface with runs 

and alike, all of which requires further work, especially when additional finishing is 

requested. 

 

Keying the finishing process to a galvanized surface can require special undercoat type 

preparation and suitable top or finish coats as required (wet, powder coat, etc.). 

 



‘Hot zinc spray’ is a process that also etches to mild steel, but is limited to the outside, 

exposed surfaces and would not penetrate any hollow section. It does not require the re-

drilling of materials and has a naturally more binding surface for any finish to key into. 

 

 
 

This is often the preferred method of base treatment for many high end gate fabricators 

and does not distort the gate during its process. 

 

As zinc does not penetrate the inside of any hollow sections, these areas would remain 

untreated and this may present rusting issues, if the construction of the gate was poorly 

done and damp could penetrate and escape accordingly. Further decoration usually 

prevents this, even when the sealing is inadequate.  

 

‘Further treatment’ decoration is commonly requested with most gates, regardless of 

the construction materials used in their creation. ‘Powder-coating’ is a popular request 

and one that looks fantastic when it is first fitted. Unfortunately any repairs or simply 

redecorating once it has been damaged, scuffed or just fades, is a problem, often needing 

the gates and all associate items to leave site and have a costly treatment carried out. 

 

 
 

We recommend good primer, undercoating and top finish in the traditional way. This will 

look good, be cost effective to repair and be decorated with far less disruption. 

 

Every day people need decide on short or long term solutions that they can afford! 
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