
 

AUTOMATIC GATES LOCKING OR NON-LOCKING? 

 

What is the benefit of a locking or non-locking operators? Either type have benefits 

dependent upon the security required, where and what they are installed on, the physical 

design of the entrance and likelihood of hazard with probable severity! 

 

       
 

That sounds quite complex! It can be. To give best advice on type, we would need to 

know a few things about the requirements and restraints of the finished system. Often we 

find security and safety contradict each other, with the needs of one apposing that of the 

other, requiring a degree of compromise in order to gain a reliable solution. 

 

1 What is required of the system and its purpose? This question gives us an idea of 

the security needs and consequences of a power failure. Is the manual override to be a 

secured function or an automatic default? 

 

2 What are the likely consequences of either a locking or non-locking operator in 

either or both the open, or closed positions? This question considers the operation and 

security needs of the operator directly, or by supplementary locking. Also the 

requirements needed with the gate left in either position and the effects caused by natural 

or manmade abuse (high wind, local nuisance etc.) 

 

3 When stationary, will the operator be able to create a likely entrapment hazard? 

Could injury be caused by crushing or pinning a person against a fixed item as the power 

fails or the gate is unable to back off. 

 

4 Activation of the manual override? This aspect has a variety of options and 

alternatives including secure key, no key, one way or all ways, leaver, back-up support or 

aided need etc. 

 

   



 

When typically would a locking or non-locking unit be used? Most standard domestic 

installations look to have fail secure, locking operator, but not all (large gates, single leaf 

gates and sites requiring alternative locking) also numerous high security sites and most 

sliding gates are set up this way. 

 

 

     
 

However; Costly repairs are more likely with locking operators as they can be damaged 

more easily. 

 

     
 

 

Multi-user installations are typically equipped with non-locking, fail release operators as 

they usually last far longer, take greater system miss-use and abuse, as well as 

automatically revert to manual operation, during failure, avoiding the need to access the 

manual override facility and release keys. 

 

 

     
 

 

Everyday some users experience the benefits of choosing the right type of operator! 
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