
 

AUTOMATIC GATES TIMBER OR METAL? 

 

‘Are both timber and metal gates suitable for automation?’ ‘They both can be but it all 

depends on how they are made and how they are hung’. 

 

Why? ‘For automation to work properly, the gate must be constructed to suit the 

operators and controls from suitable materials and in the correct way’. 

 

    
 

What do you mean? ‘If the gate moves, warps, twists, drops, heaves or collapses, the 

automation can not work correctly and the system will fail’. 

 

Automation is engineering and as so requires the gate, its furniture, the support structure 

and all working tolerances to remain stable throughout the life of the system. 

 

With this in mind timber presents more hurdles than metal, simply because it is a live 

material and the moisture content varies throughout the year. Timber gates, like trees, 

move, expand and contract constantly and the type of timber used to manufacture the gate 

has just as a major effect as the construction method itself.  

 

 
 

With either timber or metal the construction method is very important and the dimensions 

of what is used are relevant to size, shape and environment as well as the automatic 

system design. 



 

Metal will always last longer and be inherently more stable than timber and as so is 

always found to be more suitable for automation. This does not mean timber can not be a 

successful material.  In fact lots of very reliable installations have been achieved using 

quality timber gates. The investment needed is usually greater to obtain similar success 

with timber gates and sometimes a combination of the two, metal and timber, is more 

suitable. 

 

 
 

Often timber gate designs can be constructed from metal so that the cosmetic need and 

product benefits result in long term best value for money. This combination can also 

prove more secure and allow for wider openings (the wider or taller a timber gate is, the 

bigger the movement created by moisture and distortion). 

 

 
 

Greater concerns are given to timber supports than they are to gates as most posts rot 

below ground level in an unacceptable length of time, regardless of type of timber used, 

resulting in system failure and probable safety risk for users. 

 

With the right investment, day in day out, people use both materials in reliable systems! 
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