
 

AUTO GATES ANY PROBLEMS WITH TIMBER? 

 

‘Can any timber gate be used?’ ‘No; in fact timber by its very nature is a less stable 

material with many issues that require addressing, some timbers more than others’ 

 

What do you mean? ‘Automation relies a lot on engineering processes and, as such, most 

if not all systems need stability in the material used of both gate and its support to 

provide best results’. Trees even though they are usually pretty strong, are not uniform 

and do not grow straight, nor is the grain within and as so it has a tendency to move! 

 

     
 

What is meant by stability? An example of this is: During wet whether a shed or garage 

door may become jammed or hard to open. Or a household door suffer caused by the 

expansion of the door or its frame and the tightening of required gaps or tolerances 

around it; holding it in place or stopping it from working as well as it should. 

 

It is not just damp or wet conditions that affect automation efficiency. The opposite may 

well be a cause for poor performance, as hot dry days dry out timber and cause it to 

shrink. 

 

   



 

Even the constant seasonal changes have a speeding-up affect on the weakening of joints 

and fixings of all exposed timber products. Frozen winter nights can cause trapped 

moisture to expand and damage the gate. 

 

What can be done? The right type of timber will have an advantage as well as its 

material size, shape and grain. The method of construction together with the right type of 

furniture and fixings are equally important. Also the support structure, as it often 

represents half of the potential problems, needs to be similarly carefully constructed, 

installed and maintained. 

 

  
 

Some timbers are more stable than others, with General Oak being one of the most 

troublesome. Lovely old English pubs that look so quirky, with their twisted shapes and 

uneven ways, are proof of the characteristics found using such a material over the cause 

of time. Gates by their very location are exposed to weathering, inside and out, making 

any weathering process faster with a gate than maybe otherwise with a door.  

 

  
 

Wood treatment and upkeep are factors more necessary dependant upon the type of 

timber used and finish required. ‘Natural finish’ looks great, but getting there often takes 

time and can be quite unsightly until the bleaching and weathering affects have reached 

the desired result. Sometimes, often due to location, they simply do not! 

 

Everyday good timber gates provide the service that was intended of them! 
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