
 

AUTOMATIC GATES WHAT TIMBER? 

 

‘What timber should we have?’ This depends on the type of finish required and the life 

expectancy of any treatment. The environment of the system and any contributing effects 

upon it should also be taken into consideration. 

 

       
 

Are we better of with a hardwood? No not always! Hardwood or softwood, there is a 

myth surrounding the belief that one is always better than the other! In fact the opposite 

can also be true! Balsawood is actually hard wood and not suitable. Some Larch & 

Accoya etc, are softwoods that have good life expectancies and can be an ideal choice. 

 

       
 

Oak is a very popular first request, but it is not a good option for an automatic gate. The 

most beautiful of timbers, that has a very British way about it, holds characteristics that 

make twisted and cracked old buildings look special, but is a poor option when 

engineering and gate automation is involved. 

 

The base timber material has a considerable affect on the finish and what should be used. 

This is important, as natural oils and alike within the product vary according to type and 

age. Weathering and temperature can affect one timber more than another and the density 

of grain may affect the long term result. 

 

       



 

The finish is our key indicator to what we should recommend customers, as a stained gate 

and a painted one should be made from wholly different timbers. The construction and 

design of the gate will have an affect as well as the customer’s budget and method of use. 

 

       
 

Suitable treatment of any kind must be maintained regularly and in line with the 

recommendations of the treatment manufacture. Many timber gates we come across have 

deteriorated sooner than they may have if they had been better looked after. 

 

The life expectancy and seasonal affects upon any finish may have a bearing on what is 

finally recommended and where the gate is installed. All timber gates have metal 

furniture that will also need to be suitability protected. 

 

       
 

What timber is mostly recommended? Pressure impregnated softwood, Iroko, Utile, 

Accoya, Tricoya, & Douglas fir, Followed by Idigbo, Sapele, Cedar, & Seasoned Oak 

 

What else should we be advised? Metal is always more stable than timber and should be 

used where possible to improve the stability and integrity of the system, especially the 

support structures, furniture and posts. 

 

       
 

Every day happy people make educated decisions and some do not! 
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