
 

AUTOMATIC GATES FORCE TESTING IS IT ENOUGH 

 

Is force testing gate systems enough? Very much NO! The power of a gate, its force 

during movement, varies dramatically from installation to installation, as well as from 

what part of the gate the test is carried out. 

 

But compliance with the current standards should surely be enough! It is very useful 

and has been a great benefit from its conception. It has above all created both public and 

industry awareness and is a good discipline for anyone working on, or responsible for a 

powered system. 

 

    
 

EN12445 & BS12543 etc. Are standards that work toward a simple PASS or FAIL in 

regard to the bit of gate tested, the conditions and time of test? However each bit of the 

gate tested is unique to its self and is not conclusive of the systems assured safe use. 

 

What do you mean the bit of gate? The pictures displayed in this document can explain 

this a little better. They are all taken during the system force testing of a pair of domestic, 

solid timber, swing gates and demonstrate what is meant by not enough! 

 

  
 



The system passed each of the 27 tests and meet the requirements accordingly. However 

you can see for yourself, which if the rugby ball was a child’s head there would be a high 

likelihood of serious injury caused about the hinge style! 

 

The wider the gate and the greater the wind could affect upon it, the more power is 

needed to move it. Especially in poor weather conditions and as it needs to work, even 

more so in bad weather, some gates have to have their operators force, very high, just to 

be able to work reliably. 

 

   
 

But so many gates are installed like this! When gates were invented, there was little if 

any automatic control and the ones that were, were operated manually by a gateman, who 

knew his job. Back then and to be as secure and reliable as able at the time, lots of gates 

were fitted in the middle of the piers. 

 

This is seen as the traditional method of hanging swing gates but is no longer the ideal for 

powered operation. This first child fatality 2006 was caused at this very point of impact, 

between the gate and its supporting pier! 

 

What should be done? Firstly the design of any gate system should consider safety 

before cosmetics and we recommend reliability be align with safety. If systems are 

unreliable, they are very likely to become unsafe! 

 

Gaps that could move should be avoided or protected against and we suggest avoidance is 

far cheaper and vastly more reliable long term. Protection is often possible but is needs 

additional items or parts that often look less appealing and with everything in life, the 

more you have, the more needs looking after. 

 

Everyday safer gate design satisfies owners far more than the need of additional expense! 
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