
 

AUTOMATIC GATES FORCE TESTING 

 

Do you force test every gate system? Yes, we have always tested the operational forces 

of every gate that was working at the time of inspection, installation, service or repairs. 

Non-operational systems are not able to be tested, nor are many defective or partially 

operational installations, as all gates need to be functioning under their own power for 

any test to be informative. 

 

Are all working systems tested to EN & BS current standards? Most are but testing is 

not always carried out in the same way (with a force tester) on every aspect of all gates. 

 

  
 

Why not? To explain better, Force tester testing can be floored, mainly due to the 

external conditions (wind affect, etc.) that most gate systems face, the tests produce a 

‘Pass’ or ‘Fail’ result on each area tested. Some areas protected by non-contact safety 

will not allow the force tester to work and need alternative test equipment accordingly. 

 

Pass or Fail? Yes, subject to the gate control board and the contact reactive sensing of 

the gate, it is supposed to stop and back off within a split second, both opening and 

closing. The load or force at each test point is registered and recorded with most systems 

having many test areas that all require testing. 

  

That sounds complicated and costly! Yes it can take a while and can be temperature 

sensitive as well as weather and wind reliant. 

 

   



 

Is there an alternative? By adding the right type of safety devices, standard force testing 

becomes unachievable and as so not all required. Correct setting of operator loadings 

must always be inspected and adjusted to suit adequate force and never excessive.  

 

What about proof that such tests or alternative measures are correct or compliant? 
This is a great point and all gate systems should have a risk assessment recorded against 

them and that it is reviewed annually or sooner. Certification from the system maintainer 

should be issued together with any recommendation for a still safer gate system. 

 

What risks are there other than force? Force is one of about 20 areas of concern, and 

each assessment should take them all into adequate account. Corrective measures should 

be offered against risks and these would best be presented in some form of priority, based 

around possible degree of harm, and likelihood etc. 

 

        
 

We have posted an app ‘safety risk matrix’ that can be down loaded in the pursuit of 

improved awareness and assist identification of all the current areas of inspection. 

 

   
 

Every day safer gate systems protect owners investment and user’s needs! 
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