
 

AUTOMATIC GATES HIT A CAR? 

 

Why did the gate system hit a car? There are a number of reasons why vehicles and gates 

etc. come together resulting in an accident. 

 

For an automatic gate to hit a car, the car itself must have been in the way of the gate, 

opening or closing the system’s safety devise, if fitted, did not activate soon enough? 

 

  
 

What happens when a safety device fails? Most safety devices fail so that the gates 

remain open. Some can fail so that the system stays closed and does not open, but all stop 

the system from carrying on and completing its operational cycle. 

 

All gate systems have pressure adjustment as standard and this means that the force they 

produce does not need to cause any real damage (subject to size, weight and construction 

of the gate its self, together with any external influence such as wind resistance, etc.) 

 

In almost all cases involving a vehicle, it was the movement of the vehicle that caused 

most damage. In this regard, detecting a moving vehicle is a better solution. 

 

We have never found a gate system that waits for a car to come before deciding to close! 

 

  
 



What if the safety device simply did not work? This is very rear and can happen if the 

device is linked out (removed from the circuit) or fused in a way that it mimics linking 

out! More often a lack of safety cover or poorly located devises are to blame. 

 

Why would this be? Linking a safety device out, happens when the device is 

disconnected and the system left operational exposing users and by-standers to greater 

risk, subject to logic, or change? Inadequate or poorly positioned safety is the result of in-

experience or financial savings, on the part of installer or purchaser, or both. 

 

  
 

What is meant by Logic? Logic is the operational cycle of the system and is best 

explained using the three most common protocols; Fully Auto – gate opens upon 

command and automatically closes, or Semi Auto – it is opened and closed upon 

command, with Deadman or Push-to-run – systems only work by holding the run 

command open and then close. 

 

What logic & safety is recommended? Fully auto logic is the most popular and user-

friendly with light curtain, photo-switch and induction loop devices the most common 

form of non-contact safety. Our recommendation is non-contact first, with good system 

design and all the options considered adding whichever is most suited, considering the 

objective of the whole system (reason-for-purchase) and environment. 

 

  
 

Every day the right system design allows safe vehicular access of properties! 
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