
 

AUTOMATIC GATES PEDESTRIAN ACCESS? 

 

What are the rules for pedestrian access? It is an offence to cause injury to persons or 

damage to property, so systems should be designed, installed & maintained, to avoid any 

likely risk of injury or damage. 

 

It is the owner of the system that is ultimately responsible to ensure safe use of their in-

situ machine (powered access system) and we risk being complacent if a safety risk was 

identified and not reported, with possible solutions offered. 

 

  
 

What is your advice? It is recommended that a provision for pedestrian access is made 

available away from the vehicular gate system when practical to do so and pedestrians are 

encouraged not to walk in the highway accordingly 

 

Having a separate side gate or pedestrian gate remote from the vehicular entrance is 

always good practise 

 

         
 

But this is not always feasible! No, in some locations adding or creating a separate 

pedestrian access point is not practical. Each environment has its own unique features 

that could need addressing differently and sometimes being the last resort, pedestrian 

access has to be shared with vehicular 

 



The risk is always relevant and common-sense is often needed. The greater the level of 

use, the faster the traffic and the opening restrictions, traffic flow, direction and type, all 

affect the likely risk and should be considered carefully by the system’s owner. 

 

  
 

What other risks are there? The size and type of gate, the road width and path provision 

are important. If a vehicle arrives at the same time as a frail pedestrian accessing the 

entrance, what could happen and how safe can all parties be? 

 

What are the greatest risks? Entrapment and excessive force from the gate are high risk, 

second only to being hit by the vehicle and should be avoided at all cost. 

 

       
 

Can we have gates in gates or next to motorised gates? Our advice is not to where 

possible. Gates in gates, otherwise known as wicket gates, are a big No and gates that are 

impeded by powered gates are another No! They do exist but are advised against and 

need additional and often costly safety devices to avoid injury. These additions are 

known to cause more system failure and maintenance leading to a more expensive 

product to look after accordingly 

 

Every day pedestrian access properties in a safe fashion away from driver’s attention! 
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