
 

AUTOMATIC GATES SCAREMONGERING OR NOT? 

 

Why is there so much scaremongering about automatic gates? This is an unfortunate 

topic that has become very apparent following some tragic accidents. Some of which 

have been make worse, as they involved young children and all could have been avoided. 

 

  
 

We would respectfully remind everyone that it is not in our interest to commercially 

advertise anything that could be seen as a negative toward the good promotion of the 

automatic gate market! Why would we? 

 

Good point, why do you? The reason is respect and self-preservation! Respect for our 

customers and all users of power operated gates. Injuring customers or damaging their 

property is not good relations and self-preservation, is for us to say in business, so that we 

may succeed serving our customers, for as long as possible! 

 

What difference does it make to you? A huge amount, as professionals, we would rightly 

be criticized or condemned, if we were to ignore our responsibility to investigate and 

report any real concern that was recognised. 

 

   
 

We would automatically inherit a degree of responsibility in the eyes of the authorities, if 

we were to knowingly leave a system in a state of safety risk and an incident happened. 

The greater the risk the more concerned we are, to a point that we are not willing to leave 

a system operational as it was considered too higher risk. How could we explain 

otherwise to the parents of any injured child? 

 



 
 

Why would this affect us? Safety and risk affects every owner of a powered gate, 

otherwise classified as an in-situ-machine. A duty of care is required as well as an 

obligation to ensure your own property is to be safe in use. H&SE notices on their web 

site are evidence that care is necessary together with the right support and maintenance of 

all automatic gates. 

 

   
 

Every owner and every system? Yes just like every car needs to be road worthy and all 

gas appliances need to be safe, all electrical supplies adequately protected, all power 

operated gate, door & barrier systems must be inspected, tested and maintained so to 

assure safe use. Everything power operated has areas of potential risk to cause injury and 

the larger the item the greater the power and level of injury possible. 

 

By their very nature, gates are large and have to overcome the natural forces and 

conditions required to perform outdoors. These external forces add to likely risk and 

increase the need for inspection, with remedial works often necessary throughout. 

 

     
 

Even the best design system, in the best location with the best environmental conditions, 

used by only trained persons, with no by-standers about, could still pose a risk! 

 

Daily modifications & upgrades protect their owners and users alike! 
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