
 

 

AUTOMATIC GATES COMPLICATED? 

 

‘Why are automatic gates so complicated?’ A great question and one that can take some 

explaining! 1st We will need to know why are you considering a gate, what is its purpose, 

and how do you want it to work? 

 

 PROTECTING CHILDREN & PETS 

 AVOID OPPORTUNIST THEFT & SECURITY 

 PRIVACY & CONVENIENCE 

 PESTS, DEER, RABBITS, TEENAGERS 

 PARKING & TURNING ABUSE 

 CUT THROUGH OR FLY-TIPPING 

 INVESTMENT & PROPERTY ENHANCEMENT 

 

Adding a motor to a gate so that it can be automatically used, is often actually reasonably 

straight forward. The real task starts with the consequence of adding it, how it should 

work, who is entitled to use it and the environment it needs to work in? 

 

   
 

‘But I only want a motor on a gate! It can’t be that difficult!’ The 2nd consideration is, 

what is the most suitable gate for the job? What is the most suitable type of motor for the 

gate and its support structure (post, pier, etc.). How and what are the effects it will have 

on the gate as well as its fixings and surroundings? 

 

If an existing gate and its supports were not originally designed or constructed for the 

chosen method of automation, then the performance, reliability or life expectancy of the 

system will be compromised and modifications needed. 

 

   



 

 

3rd All automatic gates need the right cables, ducts and a suitable power supply, all of 

which can be a simple or complex subject that requires the right qualified solution. 

 

   
 

4th There are lists of important items, from many different suppliers, that enable access in 

& out, provide varying levels of safety, communications & control. Adding a closed gate 

to the end of a drive, is like moving or adding a front door, with visitors needing to obtain 

occupants consent. Access control, surveillance, lighting and provision for postman, 

dustman and alike, could also be needed. Associated items such as garage doors, 

landscaping and others unique to the property, may also require attention? 

 

     
 

What else should be considered? Civil & building work is almost always required, even 

if it is just for cable routes or ducting. Access for all the controls and equipment could 

require builder’s assistance and other such additional costs? 

 

Everything located outdoors needs greater looking after and if a gate system fails it can 

lock users in or out of their own property, requiring a fast solution or response. 

 

Changing regulations with the necessity of safe operation requires adequate or better 

maintenance for all systems and the creation and upkeep of a technical file holding all 

important data and test results is necessary. The better a system is thought through, 

designed and installed, the better chance it has of satisfying and delivering long term. 

 

Every day, happy customers took time & effort in choosing the right solution! 
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