
 

 

AUTOMATIC GATES LIFE EXPECTANCY 

 

Why is system life expectancy important? All large investments need justifying and one 

way is to consider how long it should last! Its life expectancy is an estimate of the 

products life span, based upon correct use and fair ware & tear, free of any abuse or 

damage. So a good investment should result in a good, or better life expectancy. 

 

The period of time you may expect the system to work reliably and correctly! 

 

  
 

With most specialist subjects, automatic entrance gates can be overwhelmingly 

complicated. Buyer beware is very relevant and miss information, focusing on the wrong 

points could jeopardise a customer’s best return. Each part of an installation needs to be 

suitable, for the whole system to last. 

 

Life Expectancy is subject to system design, the equipment installed & attached, how & 

where it was fitted, how it is used, the level of service & maintenance provided and the 

environmental effects upon it. All of which change having a bearing on what remains! 

 

   
 

Every installation carries its own estimate of life expectancy whether reliable or 

otherwise and each may be open to expectation and interpretation. 

 

What do you mean? Our belief is that a system needs to be reliable and fit-for-purpose 

throughout its expected life. This can be vastly different to that of simply fixing a poor 

system each time it fails with all the inconvenience caused (being locked in or out of your 

own property! Often when it is raining). 



 

We have plenty of systems that have been installed over 20 years that are still working 

reliably. All of which were designed & installed correctly, on sound foundations, with the 

right attention-to-detail and preparation. 

 

What is meant by Preparation? Much of what you do not see (ducting, cables, 

foundations, etc.) is a major factor in system reliability and life expectancy. Wind, rain, 

snow, frost, especially hot weather, heavy use, little use, turning vehicles, insects, 

rodents, heavy handedness , to name a few. All gates suffer abuse in one form or another, 

most of which goes without warning or notice. After a while this will cause issues that 

affect performance and the remaining life expectancy. 

 

 

  
 

 

Can all systems last a reasonable time? No, you tend to get what you pay for! However 

there are occasions when the best option is not suitable and a compromise is to be found. 

These can be especially difficult and most commonly found where the cosmetic need is 

prioritised over the better mechanical option. 

 

 

  
 

 

Daily people are known to compromise life expectancy with cosmetic need and financial 

justification! 
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