
 

AUTOMATIC GATES RODENT ABUSE! 
 

‘Why do rodents attack my gates?’ It is unfortunate but rodents as well as insects 

(rats, squirrels, slugs & such like) do damage control boards, cables and alike! 

 

CCTV, access control, audio and video equipment are also vulnerable to damage from 

sharp teeth and powerful jaws. 

 

   
 

Surely these items should be protected? Yes they should be, but sometimes it can be 

difficult to prevent every instance. Most of the main controls are adequately protected 

it is their cables and junction boxes that are most vulnerable. Ducts and duct pits, man 

holes and alike can be homes for some of the predators, even cabinets have been 

found with nests and droppings inside. 

 

Unprotected cables are most at risk and subject to type, their use should be carefully 

reconsidered. Conduits and ducts may provide adequate protection when more 

vulnerable cables are used, but they must be mechanically secure throughout. 

 

   
 

High tuff and SWA (steel wire armoured) cables are good for most system protection 

together with flexible and non-flexible conduit. These cables are far more expensive 

than the alternatives but they are designed to last in the external environment. Most 

internally rated cables are the cheapest to be used, but we do not recommend them; 



although they are easy to install, their life expectancy, especially outdoors, is limited 

and their vulnerability too great. 

 

Most operators and controls will have an IP rating, set by the manufacture prescribing 

the level of protection against natural abuse. This may not completely protect against 

rodents but the mechanical construction of most items has been found to be adequate 

in this concern. 

 

   
 

Further protection, especially with the main control panel/board, is recommended and 

to this end a cover control box or enclosure is always recommended. Fibreglass or 

similar, is the preferred choice, as they usually last longer than steel and provide 

better performance for any remote control system housed within. 

 

Enclosures also allow numerous items to be installed together within a secure location 

and thus aid against a number of abuses otherwise commonly found. 

 

   
 

Daily customer’s valuable investments are protected by a little more thought and care! 
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