
 

AUTOMATIC GATE SLUG & INSECT DAMAGE! 
 

‘Why do gates fail from insect damage?’ It is very unfortunate but insect damage is a 

cause of many system failures, one that is very frustrating for both customers and 

service providers alike! 

 

    
 

Surely the controls should be protected? Yes they are, but sometimes it is very 

difficult to prevent every occasion. Most insects are very small and when young, they 

can be almost invisible to detect. They can find their way into the smallest of 

crevasses and through very tight gaps, travelling up cable routes, air ways and 

drainage paths, as well as being carried in the air, arriving when access is open, as the 

system is worked upon or serviced!  

 

Most operators and control panels will have an IP rating, set by their manufacture of 

which is the level of protection against dust and water etc. This rating is the amount of 

product protection from the elements and other such hindrance across an agreed 

period of time. 

 

  
 

To fully protect any control board from the ingress of small insects (slugs, ants, snails, 

etc) it would require an IP of 67. This becomes impractical when control boards are 

housed at the top of the motor or other such location that requires ventilation, 

drainage or breathing to occur. 

 

Some operators incorporate an encoder for speed and collision control necessitating 

that the main control unit be mounted directly onto the motor, adjacent to the rotating 

armature. If the operator were protected to level IP 67 it would mean that the whole 



motor would need to be effectively 'airtight' not allowing the motor or electronic 

components to cool which would very quickly cause complete system failure. 

 

   
 

It is our company policy to inform all equipment manufactures when any of their 

products experience site issues that are of a repetitive nature and as so we call upon 

them to design a solution to the problem as reasonably as is practical to do so. Most 

manufactures will not always take notice straight away from us, but we lobby them 

according to the numeracy and seriousness of the problem and work with them for a 

suitable or alternative solution. 

 

Sprays and pellets are used when evidence is know of high system risk to insects, but 

each of these products useful life span varies, with some only effective for short term. 

Poisons are not subscribed by us and would be discouraged in use! 

 

 
 

An additional enclosure (M1) with Regular system maintenance may help protect 

from some insect abuse with inspection and regular testing. Three grades of service 

maintenance agreement can be offered upon request! 

 

Everyday customer’s systems can be protected and maintained, in and out! 
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