
 

AUTOMATIC GATES EXISTING SYSTEMS! 
 

Do you look after other peoples systems? YES we try our best to! The problem is not knowing 

exactly how they were fitted and the original objective they were installed to achieve. 

 

           
 

What do you mean? Every system was installed for a reason and this reason should have a direct 

result upon its design. Is the design still right for the environment and the user’s current needs? 

The suitability and condition of cabling, ducting and recessed, or built in parts of the system 

(often unavailable to be fully inspected) always remaining subject to further test. 

 

Many installations can have unknown items fitted remotely that affect the performance or 

function of a system and access to these may be necessary. The source of power, isolation and 

remote override or command and inhibit are typical. 

 

           
 

Why? Every installation is different and every cable route may not be laid logically with the use 

of different types of cables. The ducting used by installers varies from firm to firm, and the 

colour of cores used within these cables is not constant from company to company, nor how they 

were wired up, or the controls they are wired to! Often installations are put in before other 

building works or landscaping is carried out or finished and there is little way of tracing routes. 

 

           



 

What else? Cables are usually the greatest frustration as most need to be adequately protected 

using the right type so they may last. Most cables are water resistant, but some deteriorate 

quicker than others and some are far more vulnerable that others, especially where rodent abuse 

or corrosion is likely. Cables suffer from wear and tear and this is more the case out doors. 

 

     
 

Intermittent faults cause common complaints and are the hardest to trace. Cables as well as 

products can be known to work adequately well one time and not another. This has an uncanny 

way of happening when our engineer is on site! These faults are never easy to identify and 

remedy especially if cost is of real concern and simply replacing items that may have been the 

most likely cause, are not a guarantee of success. Also faults that accrue across more than one 

part, or cause failure or poor performance in another part as a result of their own failure, can be 

hard to understand and explain. 

 

Every installation’s parts should suit the job the system is trying to perform, in the location it has 

been put. Often these controls or system’s are not the ideal type for the job required and few 

customers want to hear this, but it is more common than it should be! 

 

           
 

What is the guaranteed solution? To take the lot out and start again, using a suitable design. 

However this is an extreme solution and justification for it is quite often hard for customers to 

make and compromises are sought. These are normally the way forward at least in the short term, 

but they come with the need of patients and forbearing on both sides. 

 

Everyday customers strive for reliability over investment, some win and some pay! 

 

Copyright www.gate-a-mation.com       July 12 

http://www.gate-a-mation.com/

